
 
WARRANT 

TOWN OF SOUTH BERWICK, MAINE 
SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 

 
State of Maine       County of York, ss. 

 
TO: JOSEPH ROUSSELLE, a Resident of South Berwick in the County of York, State of Maine.  
 
GREETINGS:  In the name of the Town of South Berwick, you are required to notify the 
inhabitants of said Town, qualified to vote in Town affairs, to assemble in the Town Council 
Chambers in the Town Hall at 180 Main Street in said Town on Tuesday, February 10, 2015 at 
6:30pm, then and there to act on the following articles:  
 
ARTICLE 1. To elect a moderator to preside at said meeting. 
 
ARTICLE 2. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Town Council to 
  exclude the proceeds from the sale of property located at 29 Young 
  Street (a portion of Map 28, Lot 25) to Avesta Housing of Portland 
  Maine, from the disbursement instructions for proceeds from the 
  sale of Town owned land set forth in Article 9 as approved by the 
  Town at the Town Meeting on May 20, 2014** and instead, 
  disburse the proceeds from the sale of the property located at 29 
  Young Street as follows: 

 

The sum of $15,000 to be directed to a contingency fund available 
to fund additional costs related to the sale and/or development of 
the property located at 29 Young Street.  Any funds not spent will 
lapse to the Undesignated Fund. 
 

   AND 
 

The sum of $136,881 to be directed to offset the annual bond 
payments for Maine Bond Bank Series 2008C (Young Street 
purchase) in the form of 4 equal annual installments, each in the 
amount of $34,220.25. 
 

TOWN COUNCIL RECOMMENDS:  Approval 
 

**(Article 9 approved by the Town at the Town Meeting on May 20, 2014 reads 
as follows: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the deposit of all proceeds 
from the sale of Town owned land into a non-lapsing designated account and to 
expend those funds to pay any costs associated with the sale, reimburse the 
undesignated (general) fund for any tax appropriation of contributions to Eastern 
Trail, Conservation Coordinator, and any other environmental or recreational 
programs, and to fund additional expenses for them.) 
 

ARTICLE 3. To see if the Town will vote to adjourn the Special Town Meeting.  
 
 
Given under our hands this 28th day of January, A.D., 2015.  
 
s/_________________________  s/
John C Kareckas, Chairman   Laura S. Leber 

____________________________  

 
s/_________________________  s/
Jean Demetracopoulos   John J. James 

____________________________  

 
s/
Russell H. Abell 

_________________________ 

 
 
An attested copy of this warrant was posted by resident Joseph Rousselle on Monday, February 
2, 2015 at the Town Hall, Community Center, Post Office, and the Library. 



 



Dra
ft

 

 

 
South Berwick 

Board of Assessors 
January 28, 2015 

 
This meeting was postponed from January 27th due to a blizzard. 

 
Chairman John C. Kareckas called the meeting to order at 6:30pm.  Assessors present 
included Jean Demetracopoulos, Laura S. Leber, and John J. James.  Town Manager Perry 
Ellsworth and Assessing Agent Craig Skelton were also in attendance.  Russell Abell was not 
present. 
 
1. Abatement #5: 
 

The Board discussed the abatement request.  The property does not have any road frontage 
and is currently undevelopable.  The Assessing Agent has recommended a change in value 
from $42,400 to $3,200; which equals a reduction in taxes of $693.84. 
 

On a motion by Mrs. Demetracopoulos, seconded by Mrs. Leber, it was unanimously voted 
to grant abatement to Morry & Nina El-Badry, Acct#C1201R, M3 L100, in the amount of 
$693.84. 
 

The meeting was adjourned 6:36pm. 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
Barbara Bennett, CCM 
Town Clerk 
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South Berwick Town Council 
January 28, 2015 

 
This meeting was postponed from January 27th due to the blizzard. 

 
Chairman John C. Kareckas called the meeting to order at 6:37pm.  Councilors present included 
Jean Demetracopoulos, Russell Abell, Laura Leber, and John James.  Town Manager Perry Ellsworth 
was also in attendance. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

1. Council 01-13-15:  On a motion by Mrs. Leber, seconded by Mr. Abell, it was unanimously voted 
to adopt the minutes as written. 
 

Treasurer’s Warrant 
 

1. On a motion by Mrs. Demetracopoulos, seconded by Mr. James, it was unanimously voted to 
sign the warrant dated January 22, 2015 in the amount of $228,778.74. 
 

Public Comment 
 

1. Christopher Richards, Paul St, expressed his concerns with the lack of enforcement of the no 
overnight parking in the Paul Street lot.  He stated that some time ago when he complained the 
Police did ticket cars and the problem seemed to go away, but is now reoccurring.  The intent of 
the lot was to provide parking for people patronizing the downtown businesses.  Unfortunately, the 
lot has become private parking for local residents. 
 

Mr. Richards also expressed his concerns regarding the lack of sidewalk plowing, especially on Paul 
Street (for the school kids). 
 

The Town Manager and Chairman explained that the ad-hoc parking committee is working through 
the issues and “great things are coming”. 
 

Town Manager’s Report 
 

-Reminded everyone to check that their exhaust vents are not covered by snow.  The Fire 
Department was called to the Library for a propane/gas smell.  The external vent was found to be 
covered by snow. 
-Made note that the highway crew has been doing a great job with the storm clean-up.  Downtown 
is scheduled for snow removal Wednesday night. 
-Will start his review of the department budget requests next week. 
-The meeting with the ambulance service has been postponed. 
-Legislative Policy Committee/Governor’s budget proposal: 
 -Revenue Sharing is the “biggest bone”.  We are scheduled to get $362,379 this year; 
 however, we should be getting $917,360.  The Governor’s proposal would be to eliminate 
 revenue sharing as of July 2016. 
 -Current temporary sales tax increases were meant to help offset revenue sharing. 
 -Charitable institutions and private schools (over a certain value) would be required to pay 
 property taxes. 
 -The homestead exemption would be eliminated for anyone under the age of 65.  For 
 home owners over 65 the exemption would be doubled. 
 -LD 28 would allow for 50% reimbursement to the municipalities for traffic stops 
 -LD 60 would repeal the 2013 school funding of teacher’s retirement, putting the burden 
 back on the State. 
 -Tax foreclosure proceeds over the amount due for taxes would have to be returned to the 
 (former) property owner. 
 -Income tax rates would decrease. 
 -General expansion of the sales tax. 
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TC 01-28-15 
 
 
New Business 
 

1. Mr. Kareckas read the warrant.  The special town meeting is being called to handle the 
disposition of proceeds from the sale of land on Young Street to Avesta Housing. 
 

On a motion by Mrs. Leber, seconded by Mr. Abell, it was unanimously voted to sign the warrant 
calling a special town meeting for Tuesday, February 10, 2015. 
 

Council Member Comments 
 

1. Mr. James: 
-Recognized Lisa Flynn of Childlight Yoga.  She received the Business of the Year Award from the 
Dover Chamber of Commerce. 
-Thanked the plow crew and police for their efforts during the blizzard. 
 

2. Mr. Abell: 
-Made note that the Marshwood Middle School musical “Whimsy” would be held at the high school 
auditorium on Saturday.  His son will be performing. 
-Thanked the highway crew for their hard work. 
-Made note that a workshop is still needed for a fireworks ordinance. 
 

3. Mrs. Demetracopoulos: 
-Gave kudos to the public works department for their efforts during and after the blizzard. 
-Asked if a new workshop with the Planning Board had been scheduled; need to get the ordinance 
work for roads done.  Mr. Ellsworth stated that a new date had not been decided. 
 

4. Mrs. Leber: 
-Stated that she appreciated the road crew’s efforts very much. 
 

5. Mr. Kareckas: 
-The ski hill is open. 
 
The board discussed the necessity of scheduling workshops with the Planning Board regarding 
roads and one to discuss a fireworks ordinance. 
 

Consensus was to meet in workshop with the Planning Board on either Tuesday or Wednesday, 
February 3 or 4, whichever is preferred by Planning.  It was also the consensus to meet in 
workshop on February 10 after the regular meeting to discuss fireworks. 
 

Executive Session 
 

1. On a motion by Mrs. Demetracopoulos, seconded by Mrs. Leber, it was unanimously voted to 
enter executive session at 7:31pm pursuant to 1MRSA §405.6D to discuss the Police Union 
Contract. 
 

The following was reported to the Clerk: 
 

On a motion by Mrs. Demetracopoulos, seconded by Mrs. Leber, it was unanimously voted to end 
the executive session at 8:32pm. 
 

Adjournment 
 

On a motion by Mrs. Demetracopoulos, seconded by Mr. Abell, it was unanimously voted to adjourn 
the meeting at 8:33pm. 
 
 
Attested: 
 
 
 
Barbara Bennett, CCM 
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