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South Berwick Town Council 
Public Hearing 

Historic District Ordinance 
June 23, 2015 

 
 
Chairman John C. Kareckas opened the hearing at 6:30pm.  Councilors present included 
Jean Demetracopoulos, Russell H. Abell, John James, and Laura Leber.  Town Manager Perry 
A. Ellsworth was also in attendance.  Historic District Commission members present included 
Chairman Dan Boyle, Mary Vaughan, and George Muller. 
 
The purpose of the hearing was to receive public comment on the proposed amendments to 
the Historic District Ordinance, sections 84-1 Purpose, 84-4 Duties, 84-8 When Required, 
84-11 Standards of Evaluation, and new Appendix D.  The changes would allow for a 20 day 
waiting period for any demolition in Town whether the property is in the Historic District or 
not. 
 

-Mr. Boyle, Vine St, stated that the intent of the ordinance changes is to allow time for the 
Historic District Commission to review and document any buildings/structures, in the entire 
town, before they are removed or razed. 
 

-Mr. Kareckas stated that he would read each section, take questions from the floor, then 
move to the next section. 
 

Section 84-1 Purpose: 
 

-Richard Clough, Academy St, stated that he is opposed to the suggested changes.  He also 
questioned who makes the decision whether a building is historic. 
 

-Audrey Fortier, Rodier Rd, stated that she appreciated the work done by the HDC, but 
wished they had made an effort to reach out to the public for input prior to making the 
current proposal.  She asked what methodology was used to determine that the demolition 
of buildings should encompass the entire town.  She added that part of the HDC’s existing 
duties (as stated in the ordinance) already require it to identify properties with historic 
value.  She asked why wait until the building is going to be razed; contact property owners 
now to document and make it a positive project.  Owners may know the history of the 
property and be able to contribute that knowledge.  Mrs. Fortier also commented that it 
appears that the proposed changes are means of expanding the historic districts.  The 
ordinance has a mechanism for expansion and it has not been followed.  Mrs. Fortier went 
on to say that she believes documenting potentially historic properties is a good idea, but 
she is not in favor of changing the ordinance. 
 

-Dan Boyle stated that the changes are not a means of expanding the districts; merely a 
means to document structures before they are gone. 
 

Section 84-4B Duties: 
 

-Richard Clough, asked who designates a property as historic.  Mr. Kareckas stated that the 
HDC is not designating the properties as historic. 
 

Section 84-8 When required, majority vote; building permit: 
 

No comments. 
 

Section 84-11 Standards of Evaluation: 
 

-Jean Demetracopoulos commented that she asked the HDC to provide an annotated copy 
of the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation; so Appendix D was created.  
She added that this request was to make it easier for residents to review the information 
without having to search for it and everyone would have access to the same version. 
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-Richard Clough, commented that property owners within the historic districts could 
potentially be forced to wait a total of 80 days to get a demolition permit, and properties 
outside the historic districts could potentially be forced to wait a total of 60 days for a 
demolition permit.  He added that the Town already has files on all properties and the HDC 
should utilize those records to help determine if there are properties that the HDC should 
document or not. 
 

-Tamre Steinhauer, Hill Dr, questioned what happens if a resident does not want to let the 
HDC review and document the building prior to it being razed.  Mary Vaughan stated that it 
would be voluntary.  Mrs. Steinhauer commented that the ordinance does not contain any 
language to make it voluntary. 
 

-Crystal Wellwood, Emery’s Bridge Rd, asked who would be responsible to pay for moving a 
building.  The Town Manager responded that would be up to the property owner. 
 

-Ralph Stevens, Old South Rd, stated that he objects to including the entire town in the 
ordinance. 
 

-Audrey Fortier, commented that there are two ways to achieve an outcome; legislative fiat 
(dictatorial) or collaboration and co-operation (builds support by seeking input by 
stakeholders).  The HDC should make the effort to contact property owners. 
 

-George Muller, Portland St, commented that the meetings are posted and always open to 
the public. 
 

-Richard Clough, stated that this is needless legislation.  He commented that he was unable 
to find meeting minutes and that some minutes show that there was no quorum at some of 
the HDC meetings; so any actions taken at those meetings is null and void.  He went on to 
question the process the HDC would use, referencing Mr. Boyle’s comment that in some 
cases he could give the Code Enforcement Officer a decision over the phone.  Mr. Clough 
commented that the current ordinance clearly states that the Commission must meet to 
vote on a Certificate of Appropriateness.  
 

-Mary Vaughan, stated that minutes are submitted to the Town Clerk for every meeting, 
even those that have been cancelled.  The minutes are posted to the Town’s website. 
 

-John James asked if someone tells the CEO that they do not want the HDC to review the 
building prior to it being razed do they still have to wait the 20 days to get a permit.  Mr. 
Kareckas stated the he believed they would have to wait.  Mr. Ellsworth stated that the 20 
waiting period is to give the HDC time to document the building and then they would have 
to hold a posted meeting (with quorum) to act on the Certificate.  Mr. Ellsworth went on to 
say that process and proposed changes still need much review. 
 

-Jean Demetracopoulos asked if there is an official way that the CEO contacts the HDC.  Mr. 
Ellsworth stated that currently the ordinance does require the CEO to contact the HDC for 
demolition permits in the historic districts only. 
 

-Chris Richards, Paul St, asked if the application for a demolition permit could ask if the 
applicant is willing to allow the HDC to review the building or not. 
 
 
The hearing was closed at 7:44pm. 
 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
Barbara Bennett, CCM 
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South Berwick Town Council 
June 23, 2015 

 
Chairman John C. Kareckas called the meeting to order at 7:45pm.  Councilors present included 
Jean Demetracopoulos, Russell H. Abell, Laura Leber, and John James.  Town Manager Perry 
Ellsworth was also in attendance. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

1. Public Hearing – Fireworks 06-09-15:  On a motion by Mr. James, seconded by Mr. Abell, it was 
unanimously voted to adopt the minutes as written. 
 

2. Town Council 06-09-15:  On a motion by Mrs. Demetracopoulos, seconded by Mrs. Leber, it was 
unanimously voted to adopt the minutes after amending them by changing Corey Drive to Quarry 
Drive under Councilor Demetracopoulos’ comments. 
 

Treasurer’s Warrant 
 

1. On a motion by Mr. Abell, seconded by Mrs. Leber, it was unanimously voted to sign the warrant 
dated June 18, 2015 in the amount of $289,307.69. 
 

Public Comment 
 

1. George Muller, Portland St, made note of the speeding traffic and noise problem created by large 
trucks using their engine brakes when it isn’t necessary.  He asked, again, that the Council 
consider prohibiting the use of engine brakes in certain areas.  He also asked the Council to 
consider moving its meetings back to Monday nights. 
  

2. Richard Clough, Academy St, thanked the Council for holding two good public hearings.  He also 
made note that there was no sign out advertising tonight’s meeting (as there usually is).  Mr. 
Clough also commented that the ramp leading to the dock at the Counting House Park is in need of 
repair before someone gets hurt. 
 

Reports & Presentations 
 

1. York River Study:  Charles Ott of the Friend’s of York River was present to ask for the Council’s 
support of the York River Study by appointing a South Berwick representative to the York River 
Study Committee.  He explained that the group has received federal funding to conduct the study 
and are in the process of soliciting members who are interested in the project.  He added that the 
goal of the group is to identify and protect the ecology, history, culture, and economic value the 
watershed provides. 
 

Town Manager’s Report 
 

-We have received three quotes to conduct the boundary perambulation with Wells.  The lowest bid 
was $2,400 with our share at $1,200. 
-The Fire Department will be conducting extrication training on August 21st. 
-The Town has sold the old fire truck for $14,500. The Town will receive about $13,000 after 
paying the expenses related to the sale. 
-Revenue sharing should be about $23,000 more than expected this year. 
-The Governor has slowed the state budget adoption process by vetoing a significant portion of the 
budget adopted by the legislature.  The municipal impact for the upcoming year should be minimal. 
-There are two bills in the legislature that will affect municipalities; jail funding (which would put 
more of the burden back on the property tax payers and excise tax (making the first year 
registration excise tax based on the bill of sale as opposed to the MSRP. 
-Received Council consensus to schedule a workshop with the Planning Board to discuss 
landscaping and lighting on Tuesday, June 30th at 6:30pm. 
-The Zoning Board of Appeals will meet on Thursday, June 25th to review the Council’s appeal.  Mr. 
Ellsworth added that the public can be present, but there is no public input. 
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Unfinished Business 
 

1. Mr. James reviewed the process to date.  After the public hearing, the Council held a workshop 
and consensus was that the Council did not do a good job “selling it”. 
 
-Richard Clough, Academy St, stated the he hopes the Council indefinitely tables the ordinance. 
-Pat Robinson, Brattle St, stated that she is in favor of an ordinance, but not an all out ban.  She 
asked what happens next if the Council votes down the ordinance. 
-Scott Landis, Academy St, read an email he sent stating that he is in favor of an ordinance.  (The 
email is attached to the official minutes along with several other emails received). 
-Matt Ouellette, Springtree Ln, spoke in favor of the ordinance.  He stated that there is only about 
30’ between houses in his neighborhood and it would be very unsafe for fireworks;“its insanity that 
anyone would consider it”. 
-Kyle Holton, Emery’s Bridge Rd, stated that the Council was elected to represent the town, not act 
on their personal feelings.  He added that everyone’s quality of life is different; and “we shouldn’t 
have to pay for bad neighbors”. 
-Jessica DeNuzzio, Academy St, stated that she was in favor of the ordinance.  She added that it 
would help young families such as hers. 
-Paul Steinhauer, Hill Dr, stated that he is opposed to the ordinance; it is needless legislation and 
documentation.  He asked that Councilors be polled instead of using a voice vote, so that it is 
obvious to everyone who voted what.  He also asked if anyone on the Council had any pending 
litigation against Bill Tsakiris regarding his use of commercial grade fireworks.  Mr. Steinhauer also 
commented that people should speak with the neighbors.  He also recommended that residents 
with questions contact the people who may have the answers rather that use social media. 
-Dave Wessling, Springtree Ln, stated that he is opposed to the ordinance.  He added that people 
need to be responsible.  “Our Police Department is already overtaxed”.  He added that even before 
fireworks were legal in Maine, people still used them. 
-Pam Small, Old Emery’s Bridge Rd, spoke in favor of the ordinance. 
-Sam Murray, Emery’s Bridge Rd, stated that people need to be respectful of their neighbors.  He 
added that there are already state laws that cover disorderly conduct and they are enforceable. 
-Jake Demaris, Thurrell Rd, received confirmation that the Police and Fire Departments have not 
received any calls regarding fireworks. 
-Matt Ouellette, Springtree Ln, stated that the Council should adopt what they have and make 
amendments later. 
-Ralph Stevens, Old South Rd, stated that he agreed with Mr. James, the Council’s vote should be 
based on the public’s input. 
 
Mr. James made a motion to move forward with adopting the Fireworks Ordinance.  Mrs. Leber 
seconded the motion. 
 
-Mrs. Demetracopoulos stated that the Council failed to “sell the ordinance as drafted”.  She added 
that people don’t all self-regulate which will mean that an ordinance will be needed in the future.  
Only the Dog Ordinance has a clause regarding disturbing the peace and noise is only regulated in 
the industrial zones.  State law does address disorderly conduct.  Mrs. Demetracopoulos went on to 
state that there must be a balance between one’s rights and privileges. 
 

-Mrs. Leber stated that the fireworks issue is the same as smoking in public; a personal right 
affecting someone else.  She encouraged everyone to talk with their neighbors; the conversations 
will help raise awareness. 
 

-Mr. Abell stated that the town seems to be split on the issue and it is very difficult finding a 
balance.  He added that the information on safety is clear. 
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“This issue is important and should stay on the table”; the Council should continue to work on the 
issue to come up with something that will do the best for the most.  He stated that he would 
abstain from voting because he feels that voting down the ordinance would be simply tabling the 
issue.  A brief discussion ensued regarding a Councilor’s right to abstain from voting. 
 

-Mr. Kareckas stated that an ordinance would be appropriate but (quoting Mrs. Demetracopoulos) 
“not this ordinance at this time”.  He added that he was somewhat disappointed that the changes 
he drafted had not been considered.   
 

-Mr. Ellsworth informed the Chair that the live streaming was off the air. 
 

Mr. Kareckas encouraged anyone with noise complaints because of sudden unpredictable 
explosions to contact the Police Department so that they can be documented and addressed. 
 

-Mr. Kareckas called for a vote on the motion.  He clarified that a yes vote would adopt the 
ordinance; a no vote would defeat the ordinance. 
 
The motion to adopt the proposed fireworks ordinance failed with a vote of 1-4 (Mr. Abell in favor). 
 
At 9:03pm, on a motion by Mrs. Demetracopoulos, seconded by Mr. Abell, it was unanimously 
voted to suspend the rules and continue with additional agenda items after 9:00pm. 
 

New Business 
 

1. On a motion by Mrs. Demetracopoulos, seconded by Mr. Abell, it was unanimously voted to 
reappoint the following board and committee members with terms to expire June 30, 2018: 
Board of Assessment Review:  Richard Currier and Nora Irvine 
Building Committee:  Tom Harmon and Fred Wildnauer 
Conservation Commission:  Pat Robinson and Stephen Bayse 
Historic District Commission:  Mary Vaughan 
Library Advisory Board:  David Gagnon 
Planning Board:  Warren Spencer 
Recreation Committee:  Jeff Hoerth and Heather Holland 
Zoning Board of Appeals:  Mark Lawrence 
 

2. On a motion by Mr. Abell, seconded by Mr. James, it was unanimously voted to appoint Manley 
Gove, Sr. to the Planning Board as a full member with a term of July 1, 2015 to June 30, 2018.  
[Mr. Gove is moving up from an alternate position to fill the vacancy left by Mr. Parker] 
 

3. The Council briefly discussed the appointment of a South Berwick representative to the York 
River Steering Committee.  It was agreed that the Chair of the Conservation Commission be 
contacted in case any of them are interested. 
 

4. Mr. Kareckas read the information supplied regarding the development of a conceptual redesign 
of the Transfer Station.  The work was to be done over a three year period, but the Public Works 
Director has determined that it would be more beneficial to do it in one phase instead.  Work is 
scheduled for the 2015/2016 budget year, requiring the previously held funds be transferred to a 
designated account for this specific purpose. 
 

On a motion by Mrs. Demetracopoulos, seconded by Mr. Abell, it was unanimously voted to set up 
an administrative designated fund for Transfer Station Professional Services and transfer into it the 
funds from the 2013/2014 and 2014/2015 budgets. 
 

5. On a motion by Mr. Abell, seconded by Mr. James, it was unanimously voted to approve the 
following transfers from the undesignated general fund: 
 

To Account #   Amount  Cause 
4230 Police   $3,000   Part time wages 
4250 Street Lights  $4,200   Increase in electricity costs 
4315 Public Facilities  $2,000   Water for fields 
4325 Town Garage  $5,000   LP Gas 
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Council Member Comments 
 

1. Mrs. Leber: 
-Stated that she completely understands Mr. Muller’s comments regarding the noise and traffic on 
Portland Street.  She added that she rented at 30 Portland Street for a time and the noise is 
shocking. 
 

2. Mrs. Demetracopoulos: 
-Attended the Salmon Falls River Watershed stakeholders meeting recently.  The work on the 
watersheds is not new; and is very important. 
 

3. Mr. Abell: 
-Thanked everyone that took their time to attend the recent meetings. 
 

4. Mr. Kareckas: 
-Reminded everyone that Strawberry Festival is Saturday. 
-Made note that part of the issue with fireworks is the bullying of neighbors.  The problem is not 
going away, especially noise issues (including Jacob’s brakes to lawnmowers).   
 

5. Mr. James: 
-Encouraged everyone to support local baseball and softball programs by attending the fundraisers 
Friday night. 
 
 

Adjournment 
 

On a motion by Mrs. Leber, seconded by Mr. Abell, it was unanimously voted to adjourn the 
meeting at 9:23pm. 
 
 
Attested: 
 
 
 
Barbara Bennett, CCM 
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Municipal Officials 
Fiscal Year 2015 

 

 

Perry A. Ellsworth  Town Manager, Tax Collector, Treasurer, Road Commissioner 
 

Barbara Bennett, CCM Town Clerk, Registrar of Voters, Motor Vehicle Agent, IF&W Agent 
 

Craig Skelton   Assessing Agent 
 

Beverly J. Hasty  Deputy Tax Collector 
 

Fern R. Houliares  Finance/Bookkeeper 
 

Jon St. Pierre   Public Works Director 
 

Joe Rousselle   Code Enforcement Officer, Plumbing Inspector, Health Officer 
 

Kathy Pridham  General Assistance Administrator 
 

Dana P. Lajoie  Police Chief, Constable 
 

George E. Gorman  Fire Chief, Fire Warden 
 

Blain Cote   Emergency Management Director 
 

Karen Eger   Library Director 
 

Sharon R. Brassard  Recreation Director 
 

Harvey Barr   Animal Control Officer 
 

 

 

Affirmed this 14th day of July 2015: 

 

 

__________________________   _________________________ 

John C. Kareckas, Chair    Laura S. Leber 

 

 

__________________________   _________________________ 

Jean Demetracopoulos    John J. James 

 

 

__________________________ 

Russell H. Abell 



TOWN COUNCIL 

Agenda Information Sheet 

 

 

Meeting Date:  July 14, 2015 NB #2 

 

Subject:  Solid Waste Hauler License for Casella Waste 

 

Information:  

Casella Waste has submitted application for renewal of their Solid Waste Hauler 

License for 3 trucks.  (Pine Tree Waste and BBI are now Casella.)  The existing 

license expired June 30th.  The proper fees have been paid. 

 

Staff Comments/Recommendation:   

 

 

 

Vote:  Motion to approve a Solid Waste Hauler License for Casella Waste to expire 

June 30, 2016. 
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