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South Berwick Town Council 
July 14, 2015 

 
Chairman John C. Kareckas called the meeting to order at 6:00pm.  Councilors present included 
Jean Demetracopoulos and John James.  Laura Leber arrived during the executive session.  Town 
Manager Perry Ellsworth was also in attendance.  Russell Abell was not present. 
 
Executive Session 
 

1. On a motion by Mrs. Demetracopoulos, seconded by Mr. James, it was unanimously voted to 
enter executive session at 6:01pm pursuant to 1MRSA §405.6A(1) for permitted deliberation  to 
discuss a personnel issue. 
 

Councilor James reported to the Clerk: On a motion by Mrs. Demetracopoulos, seconded by Mr. 
James, it was unanimously voted to end the executive session at 6:32pm and return to the regular 
meeting. 
 

Approval of Minutes 
 

1. Public Hearing HDC Ord 06-23-15:  On a motion by Mrs. Demetracopoulos, seconded by Mr. 
James, it was unanimously voted to adopt the minutes as written. 
 

2. Town Council 06-23-15:  On a motion by Mrs. Demetracopoulos, seconded by Mrs. Leber, it was 
unanimously voted to adopt the minutes after deleting the word “perambulation” and adding “for 
setting three bounds” along the boundary with Wells, under the Town Manager’s comments. 
 

Treasurer’s Warrant 
 

1. On a motion by Mrs. Demetracopoulos, seconded by Mrs. Leber, it was unanimously voted to 
ratify the signing of the warrant dated June 30, 2015 in the amount of $183,196.37. 
 

2. On a motion by Mr. James, seconded by Mrs. Demetracopoulos, it was unanimously voted to the 
signing of the warrant dated July 9, 2015 in the amount of $781,474.00. 
 

Public Comment 
 

1. Richard Clough, Academy St, commented that the sign for advertising tonight’s meeting was not 
on the front lawn.  He suggested using the school’s sign across the street; it is larger and easier to 
read. 
 

Reports & Presentations 
 

1. Mr. Kareckas made reference to a memo from Charles Ott of the York River Study Committee.  
He stated that the Council needs to decide if the town will participate in the study and find a 
volunteer to serve on the committee.  It was agreed to place the item on the next agenda for 
action. 
 

2. Mr. Ellsworth read a letter received from Jonah Noble, Emery’s Bridge Road.  Jonah thanked the 
town for paving Emery’s Bridge Rd; making it a much nicer ride to get ice-cream.  He also sent 
drawings showing Emery’s Bridge Rd before and after the work. 
 

Town Manager’s Report 
 

-Recently met with the MDOT regarding the intersection of Routes 91 and 236.  There will be 
changes made in the next 2-3 years. 
-Commented about advice received from former Councilor Webster that ‘he, Perry, should know 
the Codebook from one end to the other.  This Codebook is what we live by.  If we go by the 
Codebook we’re not going to get in trouble’.  Mr. Ellsworth went on to explain that he is responsible 
for the administration of the Codebook and although mistakes may be made they shouldn’t occur 
on a regular basis.  Mr. Ellsworth pledged “I and all the employees you’ll approve later on (see new 
business #1) will follow this Codebook to the nth degree, no deviance, and I would expect the 
same from those that I work for as I do those that I work with.” 
-Paving the Young Street parking lot is scheduled for the 27th. 
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Unfinished Business 
 

1. Mr. Kareckas made note that the Council’s appeal to the Zoning Board of Appeals did not go 
through.  [Business located at the corner of Old South Road and Route 236, The Chuck Wagon].  
The Board did not find that the Council had standing because there was no “particularized injury” 
to the town. 
 

Mr. Kareckas explained that the Council had voted and went through the appeal process with the 
ZBA.  The Council does have the ability to act under the Administrative Code, Article I, section 3-7 
to proceed with the investigation into the conduct of any office, department, or officer through 
itself or the Town Manager.  He added that the Council can make inquiries or investigations, but its 
role is merely fact finding; it does not make any decisions or judgments. 
 

Mr. Ellsworth stated that the inquiry is not to look any further at the business (The Chuck Wagon) 
it is to get the “sanctity of the book” back. 
 

On a motion by Mrs. Leber, seconded by Mrs. Demetracopoulos, it was voted 3-1 (Mr. James 
opposed) to direct the Manager to pursue Town Administrative Code, Chapter 3, Article I, section 
3-7, we order the Manger with the task of inquiry and fact finding with respect to the cited sections 
of Chapter 140. 
 

Mrs. Demetracopoulos made note that this is not the first zoning issue to come before the Council.  
She then cited several past issues such as an ongoing Portland Street yard sale, insulation storage 
on Main Street, and a trash disposal issue off of Belle Marsh Road.  She added that the inquiry is 
about the process and to determine if changes are necessary. 
 

New Business 
 

1. On a motion by Mrs. Leber, seconded by Mr. James, it was unanimously voted to affirm the slate 
of municipal officials for fiscal year 2016 as read by Mr. Kareckas: 
Perry A. Ellsworth  Town Manager, Tax Collector, Treasurer, Road Commissioner 
Barbara Bennett, CCM Town Clerk, Registrar of Voters, Motor Vehicle Agent, IF&W Agent 
Craig Skelton  Assessing Agent 
Beverly J. Hasty  Deputy Tax Collector 
Jon St. Pierre  Public Works Director 
Joe Rousselle  Code Enforcement Officer, Plumbing Inspector, Health Officer 
Kathy Pridham  General Assistance Administrator 
Dana P. Lajoie  Police Chief, Constable 
George E. Gorman Fire Chief, Fire Warden 
Blain Cote  Emergency Management Director 
Karen Eger  Library Director 
Sharon Brassard  Recreation Director 
Harvey Barr  Animal Control Officer 
 

2. On a motion by Mr. James, seconded by Mrs. Demetracopoulos, it was unanimously voted to 
approve a Solid Waste Hauler License for Casella Waste through June 30, 2015. 
 

Council Member Comments 
 

1. Mr. James: 
-Family friendly fireworks the Friday before Strawberry Festival were well attended and went great. 
-Nine towns participated in the softball tournament over a 16 day period.  York Little League won 
the District 4 Championship.  Many of the visiting coaches commented that they liked the area and 
small town atmosphere.  Local businesses have seen an increase due to the various teams being in 
town. 
 

2. Mrs. Leber: 
-Hoped everyone was having a great summer. 
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3. Mrs. Demetracopoulos: 
-Stated that she appreciates and has benefited from the recent road work.  Emery’s Bridge Road is 
much nicer.  She thanked the Public Works Department for its hard work. 
-Gave her condolences to Mr. Ellsworth for the loss of another family member. 
 

4. Mr. Kareckas: 
-Ogunquit Road looks great. 
 

Adjournment 
 

On a motion by Mrs. Demetracopoulos, seconded by Mr. James, it was unanimously voted to 
adjourn the meeting at 7:15pm. 
 
 
Attested: 
 
 
 
Barbara Bennett, CCM 



 







 

TOWN COUNCIL 

Agenda Information Sheet 
 

Meeting Date:  July 28, 2015 Item # NB 1 

Agenda Item:  Town Code Book 
 

Department Head: Town Manager  
 
 
The Town Manager will report out on recent issues associated with Chapter 
140 of the Town Code Book 
 
 
 
 
 

Town Manager’s Recommendation: 
 
 
 
 
 

Requested Action:   
 
 
 
 

Vote 
 



 



 

TOWN COUNCIL 

Agenda Information Sheet 
 

Meeting Date:  July 28, 2015 Item # NB 2 

Agenda Item:  Property Tax Workshop 
 

Department Head:  Town Manager 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Town Manager’s Recommendation: 
 
 
 
 
 

Requested Action:  Set  date for Property tax Workshop. Town 
Manager suggests August 04, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

Vote 
 



 



 

TOWN COUNCIL 

Agenda Information Sheet 
 

Meeting Date:  July 28, 2015 Item # NB 3 

Agenda Item:  Workshops 
 

Department Head:  Town Manager 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Town Manager’s Recommendation: 
 
Open discussion about workshop needs and potential timeframe to cover 
them 
 
 
 

Requested Action:   
 
 
 
 

Vote 
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