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South Berwick 
Town Council Meeting 

March 8, 2016 
 
 
Chairman John C. Kareckas called the meeting to order at 6:30pm.  Councilors present included 
John James, Laura Leber, and Thomas Chase.  Town Manager Perry A. Ellsworth was also in 
attendance.  Russell Abell arrived at approximately 6:34pm. 
 
Executive Session 
 

The Council chose not to hold the executive session because the candidate for the Conservation 
Commission appointment was unable to attend. 
 

Approval of Minutes 
 

1. Council 12-22-16:  On a motion by Mrs. Leber, seconded by Mr. Chase, it was unanimously 
voted to adopt the minutes after deleting the redundant #1 under Unfinished Business. 
 

Treasurer’s Warrant 
 

1. On a motion by Mr. James, seconded by Mrs. Leber, it was unanimously voted to sign the 
warrant dated March 3, 2016 in the amount of $756,102.03. 
 

Public Comment 
 

1. Shaye Cheslock, Academy St, read a letter written by Priscilla Forziati, also of Academy St, 
concerning the winter parking ban.  Ms. Cheslock and Ms. Forziati have requested that the 
parking ban only be enforced if it snows.  They have also requested that the Town mark 
designated parking spots for the residents at 12 Academy Street. 
 

Town Manager’s Report 
 

-Budget work continues. 
-The Deputy Tax Collector has given her notice.  After 32 years of service her last day will be 
June 3rd. 
 

Unfinished Business 
 

1. Police Station: 
 

Several residents spoke in regard to the issue:  Catherine Pritchett, Kristen Schock, Rebecca 
Cogswell, Ken Weston, Dan Baldwin, and Mike McGinness.  Comments and concerns included the 
increased use the “green” space will see now that spring is coming, when will the entire Town be 
asked to make the decision about the location, and relative costs. 
 

Mr. Ellsworth stated that “folks are still putting the horse before the cart”; no decisions regarding 
the location have been made.  He added that the plan was to have Mr. Weston present the 
group’s recommendations at the next meeting. 
 

The discussion became contentious and Mr. Kareckas explained the basic rules of how we work 
here.  Productive questions are useful; personal attacks are not. 
 

Mr. Abell asked if the potential sites could be shown in spreadsheet form to make it easier to 
compare their positives and negatives. 
 

New Business 
 

1. Mr. Kareckas and Mr. James explained the history behind the Council’s past decisions to close 
the waters to Alewife’s harvesting.  Although numbers have started to improve, state and federal 
regulations have had an impact. 
 

On a motion by Mr. James, seconded by Mr. Abell, it was unanimously voted to close the waters 
within South Berwick to alewife harvesting for the 2016 season for conservation purposes. 
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2. On a motion by Mr. James, seconded by Mrs. Leber, it was unanimously voted to table action 
on the appointment to the Conservation Commission until the candidate is available. 
 
Councilor Comments 
 

1. Each Councilor, in turn, thanked the residents for coming to the meeting and sharing their 
views. 
 

2. Mr. Kareckas stated that he would not be available for the next meeting on March 22nd. 
 

Adjournment 
 

On a motion by Mrs. Leber, seconded by Mr. Abell, it was unanimously voted to adjourn the 
meeting at 7:30pm. 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
Barbara Bennett, CCM 







 

TOWN COUNCIL 

Agenda Information Sheet 
 

Meeting Date: March 22, 2016 NB #1 

Agenda Item:  Set date for Fiscal Year 17 Budget Hearing 

Department Head:  Town Manager 
 
 
 
 

Town Manager’s Recommendation:   
 
 
 
 
 

Requested Action:  Motion to hold a Public Hearing for the 2016-
2017 annual budget at 6:30 p.m. on April 05 at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

Vote 
 



 



 

TOWN COUNCIL 

Agenda Information Sheet 
 

Meeting Date:  March 22, 2016 NB #2 

Agenda Item:  Town Hall Assessment 

Department Head:  Town Manager 
 
 
 
 

Town Manager’s Recommendation:   
 
As part of the Police Station project we should do an assessment of the 
future needs of this building whether or not the building becomes the 
enlarged quarters for the Police Station 
 
 
 

Requested Action: Allow the Manager to utilize funds from the 
dedicated Police Station account to have a building needs assessment 
done of the present Town Hall / Police Station structure  
 
 
 
 

Vote 
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