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South Berwick 
Town Council Meeting 

April 26, 2016 
 
 
Chairman John C. Kareckas called the meeting to order at 6:30pm.  Councilors present included 
Russell H. Abell, John James, and Laura Leber.  Town Manager Perry A. Ellsworth was also in 
attendance.  Thomas Chase was not present. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

1. Council 04-12-16:  On a motion by Mr. James, seconded by Mrs. Leber, it was unanimously 
voted to adopt the minutes as written. 
 

2. Council 04-19-16:  On a motion by Mr. James, seconded by Mrs. Leber, it was unanimously 
voted to adopt the minutes as written. 
 
 

Treasurer’s Warrant 
 

1. On a motion by Mr. Abell, seconded by Mrs. Leber, it was unanimously voted to sign the 
warrant dated April 21, 2016 in the amount of $132,871.67. 
 

Public Comment 
 

1. Marian “Mimi” Demers provided the Council with an update regarding the Community Garden.  
She gave a brief history of the development of the garden, formed in 1998.  The garden is no 
located on Willow Drive.  The small plot is full with 31 raised beds, serving about 20 families.  
There are also 3 beds dedicated to the South Berwick Food Pantry.  The annual fee for a bed is 
$15.  There is currently a waiting list for space. 
 

Town Manager’s Report 
 

-Met with Eastern Trail, MDOT, dam owner, and interested members of the public regarding the 
disposition of the Vine Street Bridge.  The state will be removing the bridge in 2018.  The dam 
owner is willing to work with the Town to develop some type of walking or bike path.  
-There will be a rep from the MDOT at the next school collaboration meeting to discuss the Route 
236 project.  There are still issues involving the ownership of the land between Route 236 and 
Academy Street.  The school would have to own property abutting the highway and the 
intersection closed in order to establish a school speed zone. 
-MDOT regional rep Steve Landry will be here on May 19th to hold a listening session for 
interested citizens regarding the Route 236 project. 
-Would like to hold a workshop on May 3rd to review the options for the police station and town 
hall upgrades.  Plans on visiting the new police station built in Oakland.  Their department is twice 
the size of ours and they built a 4200 sq ft facility for $1.2 million. 
-Plans on holding office hours one night for anyone with questions about the proposed road bond 
that is on the town meeting warrant. 
-Fern Houliares, bookkeeper, worked her last day on Friday.  Jeanette Lemay started on Monday 
as her replacement. 
-Bev Hasty the Deputy Tax Collector, will be done on June 3rd.  A party is being planned at the 
Community Center. 
-Have made arrangements with Northern Data to conduct several training sessions over the next 
several Wednesdays. 
-The Young Street lot has been paved and striped. 
-The transfer station study is done.  The preliminary report is under review.  Mr. Kareckas stated 
that he would like to have a workshop. 
-Commented that we have been waiting too long for the surveyor’s report regarding the 
Wells/South Berwick line.  He will request it again. 
-The Business Office will be closed on Tuesday, May 3rd for staff to attend elections training. 
-The Town will not be pursuing the insurance claim on the teen barn (water leak/damage).  
Discussions have begun in regard to raising the building and constructing a parking area for the 
ball fields; with the possibility of a new recreation facility being located at Powderhouse Hill. 
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-Getting close with finalizing the police/dispatch union contract. 
-Made note that the Planning Board had to cancel its last meeting for lack of a quorum. 
 

New Business 
 

1. On a motion by Mr. James, seconded by Mr. Abell, it was unanimously voted to approve the 
renewal of Thistle Pig Restaurant’s liquor license.  Mrs. Leber abstained from voting because the 
restaurant is one of her clients. 
 

Councilor Comments 
 

1. Mrs. Leber: 
-Commented that tax season has been disastrous and has gotten her behind.  She added that she 
only made the comment to explain why she may not have been very responsive lately. 
 

2. Mr. Abell: 
-Thanked the Great Works Regional Land Trust for making its properties accessible.  He recently 
spent a camp out night with the Boy scouts off of Pumpkintown Rd. 
 

3. Mr. James: 
-Wished Mr. Kareckas a happy birthday. 
-Made note that the little league/softball season starts on Saturday. 
-Asked the Manager to look into a hazardous situation on Route 236 just before the (Great 
Works) Bridge.  There has been a truck and camper parked on the side of the road every night. 
 

4. Mr. Kareckas: 
-Congratulated the Manager on obtaining his certification. 
-Commented that the Young Street Lot looks great.  Also made note that the alligator 
cracks/holes near the funeral home need to be patched. 
-Thanked Fern Houliares for her years of service. 
-Asked the Manager if it would make sense to have taken on an intern studying public 
administration.  Mr. Ellsworth stated that there are opportunities through the University of Maine, 
but due to the change in several staff members we are currently too busy training required staff.  
There is future potential.  
 

Adjournment 
 

On a motion by Mr. James, seconded by Mrs. Leber, it was unanimously voted to adjourn the 
meeting at 7:20pm. 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
Barbara Bennett, CCM 







 
 

TOWN COUNCIL 

Agenda Information Sheet 
 

Meeting Date:  May 10, 2016 Reports & 
Presentations 

Agenda Item:  Presentation 
 
 

Department Head:  Town Manager 
 
Robin L. Kerr, Conservation Coordinator, Mt. Agamenticus, will give an 
update on Mt. Agamenticus activities 
 
 
 

Town Manager’s Recommendation:   
 
 
 
 
 

Requested Action:   
 
 
 
 

Vote 
 



 



 

TOWN COUNCIL 

Agenda Information Sheet 
 

Meeting Date:  May 10, 2015 
 

UB #1 

Agenda Item:  Town Hall Assessment 
 
 
 

Department Head:  Town Manager 
 
 

 
 

Town Manager’s Recommendation:   

 
Discuss the findings of the Town Hall Needs Assessment. Accept the 
report as complete per the Agreement with Lassel Architects  

Requested Action:  Motion to accept the Town Hall Needs 
Assessment Report 
 
 
 
 

Vote 
 



 



 

TOWN COUNCIL 

Agenda Information Sheet 
 

Meeting Date:  May 10, 2016 
 

UB #2 

Agenda Item:  Police Station 
 
 
 

Department Head:  Town Manager 
 
 

 
 

Town Manager’s Recommendation:   

 
Continue discussion pertaining to site location. Provide Direction to the 
Town Manager for additional information needs or next steps in the 
process. 

Requested Action:   
 
 
 
 

Vote 
 



 



WARRANT AND NOTICE OF ELECTION CALLING
SCHOOL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT NO.35

BUDGET VALIDATION REFERENDUM
(20-A M.R.S.A. §1305-B and §~1352 - 1353)

TO: Randy Stewart, a resident of Maine School Administrative District No. 35
composed of the Towns of Eliot and South Berwick, State of Maine.

In the name of the State of Maine, you are hereby ordered to serve upon the municipal
clerks of each of the municipalities within the Maine School Administrative District No.
35, namely, the Towns of Eliot and South Berwick, an attested copy of this warrant and
notice of election. Service shall be in hand within three (3) days of the date of this
warrant and notice of election. The municipal clerks of the above municipalities shall
immediately notify the respective municipal officers, who shall post the following
warrant and notice of election:

TOWN OF SOUTH BERWICK
DISTRICT BUDGET VALIDATION REFERENDUM

WARRANT AND NOTICE OF ELECTION
York ss. State of Maine

TO: Barbara Bennett, Town Clerk of South Berwick: you are hereby required in the name of
the State of Maine to notify the voters of this municipality of the election described in this
warrant and notice of election.

TO THE VOTERS OF THE TOWN OF SOUTH BERWICK:

You are hereby notified that a District budget validation referendum election will be held at the
South Berwick Town Hall, 180 Main Street in the Town of South Berwick on Tuesday, June 14,
2016, for the purpose of determining the following referendum question:

Question 1: Shall the Maine School Administrative District No. 35 budget for the 2016 —

2017 school year that was adopted at the District Budget Meeting on May 25, 2016 be
approved?

Question 2: Do you wish to continue the budget validation referendum process in Maine
School Administrative District No. 35 for an additional three years?



The polls will be opened at 8:00 A.M. and closed at 8:00 P.M.

The Registrar of Voters shall hold office hours while the polls are open to correct any error in or
change a name or address on the voting list; to accept the registration of any person eligible to
vote and to accept new enrollments.

A person who is not registered as a voter may not vote in any election.

Given under our hand this day, May 4 , 2016 at South Berwick, Maine.

Counter signed this day of May 2016 at South Berwick, Maine

A majority of the municipal officers of the Town of South Berwick, Maine.

A true copy of the Warrant and Notice of Election, Attest:
Barbara Bennett
Town Clerk
Town of South Berwick

A of Directors of Maine School Administrative District No. 35

A true copy of the Warrant and Notice of Election, Attest: 9. ~
Dr. Mary/C. Nash, Superintendent
Maine ~chool Administrative
DistricttNo. 35



 

TOWN COUNCIL 

Agenda Information Sheet 

Meeting Date:  May 10, 2016 
 

NB #2 

Agenda Item:  LPC Nomination 
 
 
 

Department Head:  Town Manager 
 
 

 
 

Town Manager’s Recommendation:   

 
My election to the Legislative Policy Committee expires this year. I 
request that you sign my Nomination form for election to the LPC for 
the next two years 

Requested Action:  Motion to Nominate Perry Ellsworth, Town 
Manager of South Berwick, to the MMA legislative Policy Committee. 
 
 
 
 

Vote 
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