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South Berwick Town Council 
Public Hearing 

General Assistance Appendices 
October 11, 2016 

Chairman John C. Kareckas opened the hearing at 6:30pm.  Councilors present included 
Russell H. Abell, John James, Laura Leber, and Thomas Chase.  Town Manager Perry A. 
Ellsworth was also in attendance. 

The purpose of the hearing was to receive public comment on the annual updates to the 
General Assistance Ordinance Appendices.   

It was explained that Appendices A-D are adjusted annually per the State formula for 
maximum benefits for items such as housing, heating, food, and utilities.  The updated 
maximums would cover from October 1, 2016 to September 30, 2017. 

The State currently reimburses the Town for 70%.  The General Assistance budget has 
dropped by over $50,000 in the last several years. 

The hearing was closed at 6:34pm. 

Attest:

Barbara Bennett, CCM 
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South Berwick 
Town Council Meeting 

October 11, 2016 

Chairman John C. Kareckas called the meeting to order at 6:35pm.  Councilors present included 
Russell H. Abell, John James, Laura Leber, and Thomas Chase.  Town Manager Perry A. Ellsworth 
was also in attendance. 

Approval of Minutes 
1. Board of Assessors 09-27-16:  On a motion by Mr. James, seconded by Mr. Chase, it was
unanimously voted to adopt the minutes as written.

2. Town Council 09-27-16:  On a motion by Mrs. Leber, seconded by Mr. James, it was
unanimously voted to adopt the minutes as written.

3. Public Hearing 10-04-16:  On a motion by Mr. James, seconded by Mrs. Leber, it was
unanimously voted to adopt the minutes as written.

Treasurer’s Warrant 
1. On a motion by Mr. Abell, seconded by Mr. James, it was unanimously voted to sign the
warrant dated October 6, 2016 in the amount of $1,180,132.37.

Note was made that this warrant includes $67,251 for paving, the monthly school payment of
$635,422, and the County tax of $364,249.

Public Comment 
None 

Town Manager’s Report 
-The public informational meeting scheduled for October 20th regarding the state ballot referenda
will be held here.  Kate Dufour from Maine Municipal will be present to provide insight into the
pros and cons of each.  Everyone is invited to attend.  Mr. Ellsworth commented that some state
representatives and several area towns have been included.
-Recently attended the Maine Municipal Association’s annual convention.  There were good
training opportunities.
-Reminded everyone that use of Town property and facilities requires permission and proof of
proper liability insurance.  He added that there are a number of signs out advertising the Pumpkin
Fest; this is not a Town sponsored program.

Unfinished Business 
1. Ken Weston, Spring St, requested that the Council reconsider the Norton Street location for the
new police station.  He stated that a majority of people at the public hearing spoke in opposition
to the site.  He added that the public needs the opportunity to speak about other sites.

New Business 
1. On a motion by Mrs. Leber, seconded by Mr. James, it was unanimously voted to adopt the
updated Appendices A-D of the General Assistance Ordinance for October 1, 2016 to September
30, 2017, as presented.

2. Jim Flynn, Great Works Properties, made a brief presentation regarding a proposal to convert
the old ‘Paul’s Hotel’ (currently owned by the Seacoast Christian School) into a new hotel.  Mr.
Flynn gave an overview of the property’s history and current status.  He stated added that the
plan is to renovate and preserve as much of the history of the building as possible.  In order to
make the project viable an easement from the Town would be necessary to access the proposed
parking area.
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TC 10-11-16 
 
 
 
Mr. Kareckas and Mr. Abell both commented that the project is a great opportunity for the Town. 
 

Mr. Ellsworth noted that he supports the project, but there are issues that will need to be 
addressed.  Most significantly he propane tank used for the back-up generator.  He added that 
there should not be any cost to the Town. 
 

Dan Boyle, Chair Historic District Commission, and Nicole St. Pierre, Vice-Chair Old Berwick 
Historical Society, both spoke in favor of the proposed project. 
 

Consensus was that the proposal would be a great way to preserve a historic building and the 
potential for increased use of downtown businesses would provide economic growth. 
 

On a motion by Mr. James, seconded by Mr. Chase, it was unanimously voted to authorize the 
Manager to work with Great Works Properties and the Town Attorney to put together the 
necessary documents to move forward, contingent on Planning Board approval.  Mrs. Leber 
abstained from voting because the Flynn’s are business clients. 
 

3. On a motion by Mr. Abell, seconded by Mr. James, it was unanimously voted to authorize the 
Manager to seek financing for a three (3) year lease/purchase agreement for a police interceptor 
utility vehicle from Darling Ford in the amount of $27,205. 
 

4. Mr. Ellsworth explained that the Fire Department Capital account currently has a balance of 
$14,000.  The funds were earmarked for a new thermal imaging camera.  A new camera can be 
purchased for $6550.  The Fire Chief has asked that the remaining funds be used to replace the 
radio in dispatch (in use since 1998); this would include a repeater being installed at the tower on 
Powderhouse Hill. 
 

On a motion by Mr. James, seconded by Mr. Chase, it was unanimously voted to authorize the 
change in use of funds to purchase a radio and antenna for the Fire Department not to exceed 
$6000. 
 

5. On a motion by Mr. Abell, seconded by Mr. James, it was unanimously voted to approve the 
renewal of Isidore on the Rock’s liquor license and special amusement permit.  Mrs. Leber 
abstained from voting because the Flynn’s (owners of the property) are business clients. 
 

Councilor Comments 
 

1. Mr. Abell: 
-Made note that the Marshwood Education Foundation would hold its annual fund raiser on the 
28th of October in Eliot.  He added that the Foundation provides funding to teachers for innovative 
and new solutions for classroom learning. 
 

2. Mr. Chase: 
-Commented that the highway crew did a great job on the roads.   
 

3. Mrs. Leber: 
-Commented that our school system is very fortunate to have a fundraising group like the 
Marshwood Education Foundation. 
 

4. Mr. Kareckas: 
-Sadly made note of the passing of former Councilor Gerry MacPherson’s wife Donna. 
 

Adjournment 
 

On a motion by Mr. Abell, seconded by Mr. James, it was unanimously voted to adjourn the 
meeting at 7:50pm. 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
Barbara Bennett, CCM 
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NB 1 

TOWN OF SOUTH BERWICK, MAINE 
MUNICIPAL ELECTION WARRANT 

NOVEMBER 8, 2016 

State of Maine County of York, ss. 
To: Joseph Rousselle, resident of South Berwick 
Greetings: 

In the name of the Town of South Berwick, you are hereby required 
to notify the inhabitants of said Town, qualified to vote in Town affairs to 
assemble at the R. P. Gagnon Assembly Hall, third floor of the Town Hall at 180 
Main Street, South Berwick, on Tuesday, the 8th day of November 2016 at 6:00 
o'clock in the forenoon, then and there, to act on the following articles: 

ARTICLE 1: To elect a moderator to preside at said meeting.

ARTICLE 2: To elect two Town Council members, for a three-year term each
and one member of the Board of Directors of School
Administrative District #35, for a three-year term.

The polls for voting on Article 2 by secret ballot will be opened at 6am and will be 
closed at 8pm.  Absentee ballots will be processed on Saturday, November 5th 
from 10am to 3pm and on Election Day at 8:00am, 9:00am, 10am, 11am, noon, 
2pm, 3pm, 4pm, 5pm, 6pm, 7pm, and 8pm as necessary. 

The Registrar of Voters will hold office hours while the polls are open to correct 
any errors on the voting list or change a name or address, and to accept new
enrollments.  A person not registered as a voter may not vote in any election.

Given under our hands this 25th day of October 2016. 

John C. Kareckas John J. James 

Russell H. Abell Laura S. Leber 

Thomas A. Chase 



 



 

TOWN COUNCIL 

Agenda Information Sheet 
 

Meeting Date:  October 25, 2016 
 

NB #2 

Agenda Item:  Purchase Compact Track Loader 
 
 
 

Department Head:  Jon St. Pierre 
 
 

 
 

Town Manager’s Recommendation:  Purchase 

 
The 2007 skid steer is a critical piece of highway equipment used for 
both summer and winter operations. This replacement was part of our 
planned purchases for this fiscal year 
 
Bids: 

 Company Description Amount Allowance Discount Total 
MB Tractor ASV RT60 54,900.00 12,000.00 4,600.00 38,300.00 
Bobcat of Boston T450 T4 Bobcat 62,067.15 10,000.00 52,067.15 
Jordan Equipment T450 T4 Bobcat 58,710.11 12,000.00 13,491.63 33,218.48 

 

Requested Action:  Authorize the Town Manager to purchase a 2016 
Compact Track Loader (T450 T4 Bobcat) from Jordan Equipment for 
$33,218.48 with the trade in of 2007 Bobcat T140 
 
 

Vote 
 



 



 

TOWN COUNCIL 

Agenda Information Sheet 
 

Meeting Date:  October 25, 2016 NB #3 

Agenda Item: Utility Truck Purchase  

Department Head:  Jon St. Pierre 
 

Town Manager’s Recommendation:  Purchase 
Replacement for the 2005 utility truck per the Capital plan. This truck 
is sued for utility work during the summer and winter plowing. 

 
      CAB & CHASSIS QUOTES 

      Trade     

Company Description Amount Allowance Discount Total 

Starkey Ford 2016 F350 32,190.00 5,250.00   26,940.00 

Starkey Ford 2017 F350 34,100.00 5,250.00   28,850.00 

Rowe Ford no quote         

Arundel Ford no quote         

Bill Dube Ford no quote         

      
PLATFORM BODY AND PLOW QUOTES 

      Trade     

Company Description Amount Allowance Discount Total 

Howard Fairfield   9,458.00     9,458.00 

Messier   9,451.00     9,451.00 

Hews see note below         
 

Requested Action:  Authorize the Town Manager to purchase a 2016 F-350 from 
Starkey Ford for $32,190 minus trade in of 2005 Ford f350 of $5,250 ($26,940) and 
include installation of Platform Body and Fisher Plow Attachment from Messier 
Equipment for $9,451. Total Capital Purchase of $36,391 

Vote 
 



 



 

TOWN COUNCIL 

Agenda Information Sheet 
 

Meeting Date:  October 25, 2016 
 

Item #4 

Agenda Item:  Change Town Council Meeting Date 
 
 
 

Department Head:  Town Manager 
 
 

 
 

Town Manager’s Recommendation:   

 
Due to the normal meeting date falling on the same day as a major 
election I propose that we move the meeting date and agenda to the 
following Tuesday, November 15, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. 

Requested Action:  Motion to postpone the Town Council meeting 
scheduled for November 08, 2016 to November 15, 2016 
 
 

Vote 
 



 



 

TOWN COUNCIL 

Agenda Information Sheet 
 

Meeting Date: October 25, 2016  
 

NB #5 

Agenda Item:  Set Public Hearing Date 
 
 
 

Department Head:  Town Manager 
 

 
 

Town Manager’s Recommendation:   

 
Set date for a Public hearing for changes to Chapter 140 ‘Zoning” 
concerning landscaping and lighting. 

Requested Action: Motion to set a Public Hearing date for changes to 
Chapter 140 – Zoning on November 22, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 
 

Vote 
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