FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS FOR

Why is the Town implementing the PAYT
program?

The Town isimplementing PAYT program to
offset the increasing costs of trash disposal.
PAYT allows each household to control their
volume of trash disposal and the associated
costs with excess disposal. PAYT encourages
recycling which benefits everyone.

Will our taxes be decreased?

The fiscal year 2009 tax rate was reduced by
seventeen cents to reflect the anticipated
increase in revenues generated by this program
for six months of theyear. In the second year
of this program, we expect to be able to reduce
the tax rate by an additional fifteen to
seventeen cents.

What will we do with our trash?
Your trash will still be accepted for disposal at
the Transfer Sation.

Isthisa newideain Maine?
No, 140 communities in Maine currently utilize
a PAYT program.

When will the program start?
The programwill begin on January 1, 2009.

Will there be different size bags?
Yes, therewill be 15 gallon bags and 33 gallon
bags available;

15 gallon bags will cost $1.00 each
33 gallon bags will cost $1.50 each.
Bags will be sold in packages of 5.
Pack of 15 gallon bags is $5.00.
Pack of 33 gallon bags is $7.50.

Pay-As-You-Throw (PAYT)

What color bags will we use?

Our Town bagswill be BLUE and will be
imprinted with the Town Seal and Town
specific information.

Will everyone have to purchase bags?
Yes. Everyone bringing their trash to the
Transfer Sation will have to purchase bags.

Will there be a senior discount?

No. Everyone will be paying the same price for
the same size bags. For accountability and
ease of sales, especially through area
businesses, pricing will remain consistent.

Where can we buy bags?

Residents may purchase bags at the Town Hall.
We are currently working out arrangements
with local retailers to sell the bags.

What if | don’t have the proper bag?
You will not be able to dispase of your trash at
the Trandfer Station until it's in the proper bag.

How will the Town deal with offenders?
The Town will regularly monitor areas around
town which have historically had dumping
issues. We will use whatever means necessary
to identify the offenders and repeat offenders
will be charged with littering in accordance
with Maine State Law and the or dinances of the
Town. We would encourage all citizens to
report offenders as well as engage the
cooperation of our citizens for the success of
the program.

How will the residents of South Berwick be
informed about the PAYT program?

There will be many avenues of communication:
Town website (www.southberwickmaine.org),

newspaper campaign, mailersto town
residents, advertising pasters, flyers throughout
Town offices and Town businesses.

Will there be any charge for recycling?

No. One of the goals of a PAYT programisto
increase recycling. Thereis no cost to continue
to place your recyclables in their respective
recycling areas at the Transfer Sation.

What if my trash item does not fit into the
PAYT bag?

If your non-recyclable item does not fit into the
PAYT bag there may be additional fees
depending on the size and weight of theitem.

How many PAYT bags will we be ableto
dispose of each week?

There will not be a limit on how many PAYT
bags you bring to the Transfer Station each
week for disposal. The PAYT bag programis
designed to offset the cost of trash disposal.
Each taxpayer controls how much they spend
for their own trash disposal.

What do | doif | havea non-eligible PAYT
item?

The fee schedule for bulk item disposal will
remain in effect. This scheduleis available on
the Town's website, in the Town Clerk’s office
and at the Transfer Sation.

If you have questions that have not been
addressed, please contact Roberta Orsini at
384-3300 ext. 115 or rorsini @sbmaine.us

Visit the Town's website at
www.southberwickmaine.org for more
information and links regarding recycling!




UPCOMING EVENTS

Fist Wednesday of each M onth
I nfor mational Sessions

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

September 3'%, Town Hall

6:30 pmto 7:30 pm

Come watch a short 15 minute video and join
in a question and answer period. We hope to
bringinalocal Town Manager who has
experience with a Pay As'Y ou Throw system.

October 1%, Transfer Station

6:30 pmto 7:30 pm

Composti ng Workshop

Learn how your food and yard waste can be
turned into a valuable soil amendment.

November 5", Town Hall

6:30 pmto 7:30 pm

Recycling Tips from seasoned pro’'s.

Come hear strategies for increasing your
recycling while improving the environment.

December 3 Town Hall

6:30 pmto 7:30 pm

Join us for another question and answer
session. Try the extra effort at recycling and
share your experiences with those in
attendance.

A final schedule will be posted on the
Town’swebsite, in Town Hall and at the
Transfer Station.

ELECTION 2008

Election Day is Tuesday, November 4™. Are you
ready? If you are new to South Berwick you will
haveto register to vote here. High voter turnout
is expected so the Clerk encourages everyoneto
register well in advance of the election. 1D and
proof of residency will berequired.

Nomination papers for anyone wishing to run for
Town Council or School Board may be obtained
from the Town Clerk begi nning Monday, August
11", They must be returned by Friday,
September 19™.

SOCIAL SERVICES
FUEL ASSISTANCE

This fuel season will be a difficult onefor many
of our residents. The Fudl Assistance Program,
LIHeap, will beginin September but everyoneis
encouraged to call 1-800-965-5762 now to
schedule their appointment. Thisis not an
emergency program and it can take 6 to 8 weeks
to process your application. Eligibility is based
on household income for the three months prior to
the month you apply.

JOIN THE TAX CLUB

The Tax Club allows property ownersto pay their
taxesin eight (8) equal payments. Thefirst
payment will be due September 15. The
applicationisvalid for only onetax year.

To qualify, you must have your taxes paid to date
and not have atax escrow account through your
bank/mortgage company. The applications can
be picked up at the Town Clerk’ s Office and must
be returned by August 30, 2008.

If you would like an application mailed or would
like more information, please call 384-3300 and
ask for BrendaHarvey.
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TOWN OF
SOUTH BERWICK

IMPLEMENTS

THE PAY-AS-YOU-THROW
PROGRAM

Beginning January 1, 2009

VALUABLE GAINS

WITH A PAYT CAMPAIGN

ENVIRONMENT - less waste, less
trash going to the incinerator, less
pollution, less waste eventually
ending up in alandfill.
ECONOMICS - lower
transportation costs for the
municipality, lower tax rate to
resdents, plusthe resdent isin
control. If you throw away less and
recycle more, you will pay less.
EQUITY — costs spread out more
equitably, the resident is paying for
the amount of service they use and
not subsidizing their neighbors or
local businesses.



