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        The Quamphegan 
Town of  South Berwick 

February 2010 

Committee Openings  

♦  Master Plan Vision Com-
mittee, newly established, 12 
positions available. 

♦  Planning Board, 1 alternate 
position, meets the 1st and 3rd 
Tuesday of each month. 

♦  Zoning Board of Appeals, 1 
alternate position, meets as 
needed.   

www.southberwickmaine.org 

Open Space Planning: We are in the process of developing an open space plan that South Berwick 
can use as a resource to conserve open space, protect water quality, and preserve the rural character that 
makes South Berwick a special place to live. If you are a land owner, business owner, or citizen who 
enjoys the open natural spaces of South Berwick, please consider joining a committee to help us write a 
plan that reflects the needs of all of South Berwick’s citizens.  An informational meeting will be held in 
the spring 2010.  Please check the Town website for the date.                                                                                    
What’s in your water?  Well water testing. Basic test for $50.00. You’ll save $15.00.   Add arsenic 
test for $15.00.  You’ll save $10.00.  Available in the Code Enforcement office in Town Hall in April. 
Return to Town Hall Saturday May 8th between 9-12 am.                                                                                      
Live on the cleanest street in town: Take part in our Earth Day Adopt a Road Clean Up on Saturday, 
April 24th. Participants must sign up by Friday April 23rd no later than 5 pm to avoid a dumping fee.                     
Town Forest Hike: Join us and forester David Parker Sunday April 11th for a hike in the Town forest 
to learn about the sustainable tree harvest. Rain date Sunday April 18th.                                                     
Do you like to canoe or kayak? : “Salmon Falls River Trip” brochure, a guide to paddling our Town 
river is available at Town Hall, local business and historic homes in So. Berwick and on the Town of 
South Berwick website.                                                                                                                                             
Save water: Mow high, water wisely and make your lawn healthier and cheaper to maintain. Visit 
www.thinkbluemaine.org.                                                                                                                       
For more information about these topics and the work of the Conservation Commission, please call 
384-3300, ext. 336, or send an email to prnel@comcast.net 

             ~~~~~~         Conservation Commission        ~~~~~~                    

SoBo Central 
When residents made donations to the 
South Berwick Fuel Fund this fall, the 
checks were written to an organization few 
people had heard of: SoBo Central. 
When businesses donated to South Ber-
wick’s annual Home for the Holidays cele-
bration, they too contributed to SoBo Cen-
tral, and for the first time were able to take 
the contributions off their taxes.  Come 
summer, when music lovers gather on the 
lawn of Central School for a Thursday 
night free concert, they will be enjoying 
bands employed by the Town’s first ever 
community non-profit group. 
SoBo Central was incorporated as a non-
profit organization this fall with the goal of 
bringing together five completely volun-
teer community groups into one tax-
exempt non-profit organization.  The en-
ergy from these groups working together is 
meant to strengthen each of them. Organiz-
ers hope this organization will draw in 
residents of South Berwick who want to 
play a role in building our community. 

SoBo Central is registered with the state of 
Maine as a 501c3 charitable organization 
and includes these five groups under its 
umbrella: The Fuel Fund, the South Ber-
wick Food Pantry, Hot Summer Nights con-
cert planners; GreenUp! and SmartGrowth.   
The Fuel Fund was created last year to raise 
funds for South Berwick residents not able 
to afford home heating oil and held a com-
munity supper to raise money.  This year, 
not only will the nearly $3,000 raised help 
pay for fuel oil, it will help weatherize 
homes for those who cannot afford it.       
Hot Summer Nights has run summer con-
certs for 10 years that feature local musi-
cians and often young talent from the com-
munity; Green Up is a local sustainability 
group formed last year; the Food Pantry, 
formed in 2004, provides food to residents 
who are struggling financially and Smart 
Growth South Berwick is focused on nurtur-
ing the downtown and runs the annual 
Home for the Holidays event.  
None of these groups had official non-profit 

status and all are run by volunteers. Many of 
the same people worked with two or more of 
the organizations, so the new effort will help 
bring together overlapping causes. The board 
of directors of SoBo Central include represen-
tatives from each of these groups, but SoBo 
Central is open to anyone interested in the 
well-being of South Berwick. 
SoBo Central will have a lime green umbrella 
as its logo. Its mission is “to nurture the 
Town's unique sense of place by connecting 
and engaging citizens in community life and 
by fostering the long-term balance of the 
Town's cultural, economic and social well-
being as well as its built and natural environ-
ment.”                                                                        
 Sobo Directors include:             
Nicole St. Pierre, President                              
Molly Colman, Vice President                             
David Stansfield, Treasurer                              
Amy Miller, Secretary                               
Tanna Clews                                                      
Roberta Orsini                                               
Pat Robinson  

New Town Council          
Meeting Night 

The Council meets on the 2nd 
and 4th Tuesday of each month 
in Council Chambers at 6:30 pm 

~~~~~~           Social Services           ~~~~~~  
Several new activities, including crib-
bage, quilting and a book discussion 
group have been added to the already 
busy calendar of events taking place at 
the Center on 71 Norton Street.  You can 
join our group of dedicated walkers every 
weekday morning for a two-mile indoor 
walk...no problems with weather, dogs or 
unsafe footing.  Wednesdays and Thurs-
days are a great time to try line dancing.  
All are welcome to join us on Wednes-
days and Thursdays for a delicious lunch-

eon.  Find out all the details of these and 
other activities by Googling South Berwick 
Senior Center.  Come and see what you are 
missing!! 

Holiday Thanks                   

Thank you to the South Berwick Commu-
nity Food Pantry, the businesses, the civic 
organizations, the students/staff of Berwick 
Academy and the many families and indi-
viduals who made the past holiday season a 

special time for less fortunate families in 
South Berwick.  Over 65 food baskets were 
distributed for Thanksgiving/Christmas and 
130 stars were taken from the Wish Upon a 
Star tree, which represents 130 gifts hand 
chosen and purchased.  The families and 
individuals, who benefited from the gener-
osity of those who participated in this an-
nual project, were very appreciative of your 
kindness and thoughtfulness.  Thank you. 

TRANSFER STATION HOURS 

Sunday  7 am to 12 pm 

Wednesday    7 am to 6 pm 

Friday  7 am to 12 pm 

Saturday  7 am to 6 pm 

Please make a note of 
these  hours for your con-

venience. 

“Earth Machine” Composter 

Largest 80 gallon capacity      
Easy, snap together assembly   
10 year warranty                        
Made of recycled plastic           
Convert grass, leaves & table           
scraps into an abundant supply 
of garden soil                                                  
Cost:  $40 each 

Compost Bin Sale “Systern” Rain Barrel 

Large 55 gallon capacity          
Saves water & cuts household 
sewage treatment and water bills 
up to 40%                                   
Excellent water source for lawns 
& indoor/outdoor plants               
Accessories included               
Cost:  $60 each  



The South Berwick Volunteer Network, an 
organization devoted to providing free 
transportation to medical appointments for 
So. Berwick citizens, has an urgent need 
for volunteer drivers, especially those who 
are available on Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays, when demand is especially 
heavy.  If you have 2 or 3 hours a month to 
offer to help your neighbors in need, please 
call 384-3311 and leave your name and 
phone number.  Your call will be returned 
with gratitude.  

It's not too early to plan for the upcoming 
gardening season!  4' X 10' garden plots 
are available in the South Berwick Com-
munity Garden, located near the soccer 
fields on Willow Drive. All South Ber-
wick residents are invited to join; priority 
is given to those who have held a plot 
previously and those who do not have 
space to garden at home. For more infor-
mation, please contact Mimi Demers at 
384-5258 or mimiandray@gwi.net. 
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The Library continues to grow and flour-
ish.  We are busy updating our collection, 
especially non-fiction for children, thanks 
to a grant from the Friends of the Library.  
Children’s books tend to be expensive so 
we are very careful in how we invest our 
funds to provide the most up-to-date infor-
mation and best reading experiences for 
our younger readers.  We are able to sup-
ply students with the written information 
they need, along with assistance in finding 
accurate and current information on the 
Internet.                                                   
We have made great strides in working 
with the Berwick Public Library and the 
Hurd Library in North Berwick.  We have 
cooperated on a number of projects, in-
cluding securing grants from Kennebunk 
Savings Bank for passes to area museums 
and from the Maine Humanities Council to 
sponsor a book discussion series on mys-
tery writers.  We also work with the 
MSAD #35 schools and the Fogg Library 
in Eliot to share resources.  We are cur-
rently planning a community-wide read 
under the auspices of the State.                  
Our programs have been successful.  The 
children’s story times are well attended.  
Our two discussion groups for adults are 
popular.  We are just beginning to make 
plans for another summer reading program.  
Plans for a new library are progressing.  
We are awaiting updated plans from JCJ 
Architecture for the Young Street property.   
We look forward to making this a reality.  
Thank you for all your support so far. 

The ETMD has awarded Blackfly Interac-
tive the contract to create a user friendly 
map website of the ET. The web site, 
www.ETmap.org will be used to document 
the ET bicycle route in southern Maine. The 
Google style map will also highlight the 
civic, scenic and service amenities through 
the use of information bubbles.  The website 
will be accessible from any home computer 
and hand held cell phones with internet ca-
pabilities. For instance, a person with an 
iPhone could pull up the ET map to find 
their location and then locate a coffee shop, 
a market or find a local bike shop.                                                          
The ET map will be downloadable to a GPS 
navigational device, so a savvy bicyclist 
planning a ride can put the map on their 
handle bar mounted navigational device.                                                          
With the use of iPhone like devices explod-
ing as navigational tools the ET map will 
introduce the virtues of bicycling in Maine 
to a very large audience including local 
residents. 

Eastern Trail Library 

Powderhouse Hill ski area is now open.  
The hill’s operations now fall under the 
Recreation Department following con-
cerns over insurance.  Its usual hours, 
weather permitting, are Wednesday & 
Friday from 7-9 pm and Saturday & Sun-
day from 12-4 pm.  For more information, 
visit www.powderhousehill.com or call 
its “Snow Phone” at 207-384-5858.                                 
The newly appointed Recreation Commit-
tee meets the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 
7:00 pm at the Community Center.                                  
Upcoming Recreation Programs include:            
Hawk Challenge, Indoor Tennis, Pre-
school Adventures, Ongoing Senior Cen-
ter Line Dancing and Childlight Yoga.                            
Look for upcoming information on:                           
Wildlife Encounters, Early Summer 
Camp Sign-ups, Village Motors Straw-
berry Run and the Vaughan Woods Win-
ter Celebration on March 13th, 2010. 

Recreation 

Community Garden 

Volunteer Network 

Planning is in full swing for this year’s 34th 
Annual Strawberry Festival.  This is a rain 
or shine event, so mark your calendar for 
June 26, 2010.                                            
Once again the So. Berwick Strawberry 
Festival was a huge success last summer 
with over 20,000 people in attendance.  This 
was due mainly to the large number of com-
munity volunteers who help out with the 
hulling on the Friday before the festival and 
all the work that goes on Saturday under the 
strawberry tent, with the breakdown and 
clean up afterwards.  Thank you all for step-
ping forward as volunteers and working so 
hard to make this annual event one worth 
having every year.  The committee members 
would like to thank you very much for mak-
ing the overall festival work less difficult.  
As always your help will be needed again 
this year.  See you on the 26th of June.  

Dunnybrook 

Free public access to the Gladys Hasty Car-
roll Collection of the Dunnybrook Historical 
Foundation is offered on Sundays from 
2:30-4:30, or evenings by appointment, at 
24 Academy St, South Berwick. This is a 
wonderful collection of letters, manuscripts, 
photographs, and artifacts representing 350 
years of rich local history and Mrs. Carroll's 
fifty-year writing career. For more informa-
tion contact: Sarah Watson at 384-2018 or 
dunnybrookhistoricalfounda-
tion@verizon.net  or check out our new 
website: www.dunnybrook.org  

Strawberry Festival 

Food Pantry 

Thanks to the generosity of many 
donors and the countless hours of 
labor provided by a small group of 
volunteers, the South Berwick Com-
munity Food Pantry has been provid-
ing food/personal care items to resi-
dents in need for six years.  The Pan-
try has continued to improve and to 
expand the selection of items avail-
able.                                                 
The Pantry is open every Thursday 
from 6:00 to 7:30 PM and the first 
and third Friday of each month from 
10:00 to 11:30 AM.  Any resident in 
need of help with food is invited to visit 
the Pantry. 

                                       The Community Chorus                                       
      at South Berwick 

                                         60 Singers from throughout 
       Seacoast ME and NH             
    

  Spring 2010 Concerts 

~  An Hour to Dance  ~                                                             
A celebration of the music inspired by movement, 

traditions and ideas of dance 

 Saturday April 10 7:30 PM                                    
Christ Episcopal Church Portsmouth 

Sunday April 11 3:00 PM                                               
Performing Arts Center at Marshwood High School     

www.CCSB-SING.org 

Old Berwick Historical     
Society 

Spring programs, Thursday nights, 
7:30 pm, at Jeppesen Science Cen-
ter, Berwick Academy – FREE – 
All welcome 

February 25 – “Punkintown – A Village that Once Was” -- 
Carol Zamarchi explores the history of the small, iso-
lated community in Eliot. 

March 25 – “Coopering – Timber, History and Impor-
tance” -- Ron Raiselis, a cooper for 30 years, demon-
strates the craft and discusses the coopers who arrived 
with the first English settlers in the 1600s. 

April 22 – “Stewardship and Archaeological Heritage on 
Smuttynose Island, Isles of Shoals” – Archaeologist 
Nathan Hamilton presents recent excavations of the 
17th and 18th century period fishing station and Haley 
family operation.  

If you are a Maine resident, owned and 
lived in your home for 12 months, you are 
eligible for a Homestead Exemption.  Call, 
come in, or download an application form 
from the Town’s website.  All applications 
must be received by April 1, 2010 to qual-
ify for the coming tax year.  

http://www.ETmap.org�
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